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APPRECIATING WHAT YOU HAVE 
ken hoegger, editor 


One of the purposes of the "NEWSun- 
nyside" has been to communicate 
pride of neighborhood. Awareness 
of the history within your neighbdor- 
hood helps achieve this goal. This 
issue carries the first of a series 
of historical articles by Tom Malin, 
Sunnyside's own local historian, on 
the origins of the Conservatory at 
235 Monterey Boulevard. We're also 
pleased to announce that our year 
long effort to save Martha Hill has 
finally been successful. See 


Margaret Blakely's article. 


There is also another facet of our 
neighborhood we can feel proud of. 
Try and imagine Sunnyside and 
especially Monterey Soulevard with- 
out its shopping facilities 
Without our local shops you would 
have to use your cars more often, 
which might mean purchasing another 
family car, which in either case 
increases your expenses. How mich 
—Continued on Faze 3— 


MARTHA THANKS YOU margaret blakely 


We are delighted to report that the 
City Planning Commission and the 
Park and Recreation Commission have 
included our Martha Hill in the 
fiscal year 1975-76 appropriation of 
Proposition "J" funds. The approval 
oy the soard of Supervisors is the 
—Continued on Page 2-—— 
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THE CONSERVATORY thomas w. malim 


Mr. Malim has resided in San Fran- 
cisco since 1928 and our district 
since 1959. He is a retired Marine 
Chief Engineer and is presently 
employed at Candlestick Park by 

the Recreation and Parks Department. 


In researching The Conservatory on 
Monterey Boulevard, it was not 
possible to pinpoint exact dates. 
some records were lost during the 
Earthquake and some records were 
not kept until after 1914, 


Without the aid of others it would 
not have been possible to record 

the history of The Conservatory. 
Therefore, my thanks to Mrs. Walter 
Anderson, who, with her hustand began 
purchasing the property in 1953; and 
recently sold it to others named 
Anderson. Thanks to Mr. Edmund 
Valencia, who was raised in a house 
across the street from The Conserva-~ 
tory, and to Mr. Ed Michael of the 
Department of City Planning. 


This, then, is the history of The 
Conservatory as far as it is 
possible to trace. 
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The property on which The Conservatory 

is located was purchased in 1891 from 

the Sunnyside Land Co., by a Mr. and 
—Continued on Page 4— 


final step in making the money 
available, and this is considered 
almost certain. 


The active involvement of other San 
Francisco Improvement and Neighbor- 
hood Associations-with special mention 
of the Glen Park Association who co- 
sponsored this project-brought our 
Hill the attention and support it 
needed. Our sincere appreciation to 
each person who circulated petitions, 
attended meetings, and in any other 
way helped us in our year and a half 
struggle. Also, thanks to the | 
500 residents surrounding Martha Hill 
who signed our petition. 


In the Fall newsletter we announced 
that a group of City College architec- 
ture students had selected our 

Hilltop as the subject of their class 
project. The following information 

is a condensed version of the results 
of their questionnaire circulated 

among the residents surrounding Martha 
Hill. Seventy individuals participated 
in the survey. 


1. 82% of those responding use 
Martha Hill. = 

2e How often? Daily 28%, Weekly 32%, 
Monthly 12%, occasionally 28%. 

5- What do you use the Hill for? 
Solitude 22%, View 27%, Walk Walking 
dog 14%, Fresh ait. 17%, J onIING 
9%, Walks 9%, Picnics 1%, 
listening to wind 1%. 


3 Improvements desired on Martha Hill 


Benches 71% yes, Picnic tables 
70% no, Small playzround 66% no, 
steps leading to the hilltop 73% 
no, More bushes and shrubs 76% yes. 
SAN FRANCISCO MUNI NEWS MEMO 
Fast Pass and Senior Pass nonthly 
tickets for unlimited Muni riding are 
available. Fast Pass sells for $11 
and Senior Pass for $2.50. Both passes 
can be purchased at all Muni Railway 
offices and at the information booth 
at City Hall. Senior Pass can be 
Obtained at senior citizen centers and 
the Excelsior and West Portal libraries 
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revealed to the SNA and other nearby 


PARKING AND TRAFFIC phyllis strain 


During the Fall, City College 
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community organizations, its inten- 
tion to purchase the site presently 
occuppled by the Safeway store on 
Ocean Avenue. The College's intention, 
according to Director of Physical 
Facilities, Victor Graff, is to use 

the existing building to house their 
shops and serve as a warehouse 
facility. City College will seek 
approval of the purchase at a San 
Francisco Planning Committee meeting 
to be held January 22. 


Neighborhood reactions to the purchase 
have been varied. OMI considers the 
closing of Safeway a disservice to 

the Community, out does not object 

to the college's purchase of that 
property providec that 1) the college 
consult with the community before 
formulating plans for the property's 
use, 2) the college make every effort 
to insure that community residents © 
will share in existing parking 
facilities, 3) the college be made 
aware Of community concern that this 
expansion not represent another "U.C. 
Medical Center" kind of campus 
proliferation. Howard Pearson, 
President of Westwood Park Neighborhood 
Ass. is not opposed to the College's 
acquisition. The Housing Conservation 
Institute, according to Doug Meyers, 
does not want the College to use the 
property as a warehouse until a study 
ls made on the environmental impact 

to the surrounding neighborhoods. At 
Our December meeting our Association. 
voted approval of the HCI view but 
expressed approval of the college's 
blueprints of the landscaping and 
traffic patterns at our January 
meeting. 


Last month the neighbors of the 200 
block of Staples Ave. successfully 
petitioned for one-way traffie on 
their block. The residents felt a 
hazard existed as the width of the . 
street does not allow cars traveling 


in opposite directions to pass each other, 
especially when cars are parked on both sides 
of the curb. The real danger exists at the 
Foerster Street end of the block, which dips 
at such an angle that it prevents an oncoming 
driver from perceiving an approaching vehicle. 
Luis Alberti 


Mrs. Louise Sandstrom and Mr. 


_ initiated the petition requesting one-way 


traffic traveling eastward and Mr. Alberti 
and Mr. and Mrs. Rivera presented the 
petition to the Department of Public Works. 
DPW ordered the street signs December 22; 
they should soon be in place. : 
APPRECIATING WHAT YOU HAVE continued 

time have you saved by shopping locally, 
especially when you have arrived home and 
discovered you have forgotten an item for 
your dinner? Ever get stuck in the middle of 
@ Saturday project and realize you do not 
have the right nails? How many times have 
you arrived at the front door of your | 
peaceful little abode only to be confronted 
with the kids running wild, the house in an 
uproar, and nothing planned for dinner? 

Take a look at the local advertisers in 

your newsletter to find out who saved the 
day! 


City neighborhoods can boost of shopping 
facilities within walking distance and of 
the pleasure of being treated as a friend by 
the local merchants. Where do our suburban 
Older folks go who can't drive anymore? They 
come back to the city. Ever hear your 
suburban friends complain about the freeway 
tle-up they were caught in on the way to 
their regional shopping center? Ever make . 
a special order request in one of those 
regional shopping stores only to discover 
that a new sales person was working the 
aqepartment and had no record of your request 
anc referred you to customer relations 
because you appeared to be losing your 
temper? 


Our local shops offer us a living experience 
which deserves Our encouragement. 


Crecits for the theme of this article go to 

a dear friend of my family, Grace Cauteruccio, 
of Ridgewood Drive, who has been shopping 
locally and on foot since 1926, accompanied 
only by her two wheel fold-up basket. 
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THE CONSERVATORY continued 

Mrs. H. Taylor. Mr. Taylor was a gripman on 
the Omnibus Railroad which ran on Howard 
Street. It was one of the many independent 
lines which served the city in its earlier 
years. 


The property consisted of seven lots with a 
frontage of 175 feet on Sunnyside Avenue. 
Sometime between 1891 and 1893, Mr. Taylor 
built the.victorian style house now known as 
258 Monterey Boulevard. The house was first 
listed as 230 Sunnyside Avenue, then 236 
Sunnyside Avenue, and was finally registered 
at its present number. 


In 1898, Mr. Taylor sold the property to W.A. 
Merrells, a mining engineer and inventor of 
international repute. There is no record of 
the price paid for the property by Mr. 
Merrells, but shortly after the deal was made, 
Mr. Taylor appeared in the City Directory 
listed as "Mining Superintendent". In previous 
City Directories, Mr. Taylor was always listed 
in an occupation which dealt with the operatio 
of streetcars. The step from streetcar 
motorman to mining superintendent was a great 
one for Mr. Taylor. We have to assume he had 
talents which were latent until he met and 
dealt with Mr. Merrells. 


It has definitely been established that Mer- 
rells had The Conservatory constructed, but 
there is no recorded date as to when it was 
done. The cost of the structure was $7,000, 

a considerable sum in those days. This sum 
was the cost of the building only, and did 

not include the cost of the concrete walkways, 
the exterior landscaping of the grounds or the 
Plantings in the interior of The Conservatory. 


The Conservatory was built and landscaped 
within so as to be an extension of the outer 
grounds. Mr. Merrells had vlants vlaced inside 
The Conservatory which complimented and were 
compatible with those outside. Practically 

all the trees and plants in The Conservatory 
and on the exterior grounds which exist today 
are those planted by Mr. Merrells. . 


Concrete walkways were laid inside The Conserv- 
atory, and a concrete driveway entered the 

east end of the property, and wound around 

The Conservatory to a parking area at the rear 
of the house. We have to assume that Mr. 
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Merrells, being of a mechanical mind, owned 
One of the new-fangled horseless carriages. 


Our next issue: The Conservatory from World 


War I to the present. 
BURGLARY PREVENTION PROGRAM 


At our December 2 nd meeting, the officers of 
the Ingleside Police Station, which serve 
Sunnyside, explained their Property I.D. 
Program. The station will make available to 
residents an electric marker for engraving 
your driver's license or social security 
number on your personal valuables, ( TVs, 
stereos, etc.). Upon marking your property 
you will be given a sticker for your window. 
This program has proven to both prevent theft 
and aid in the recovery of stolen property. 
Arrangements for obtaining a marker can be 
made by dialing 553-9111 and asking for the 
Ingleside Station. 


AGENDA FOR NEXT THREE MEETINGS 
February 3 rd: Guest-Art Occhitinti-Contracto 
Will discuss plans for 40 unit apartment 

complex on north side of Monterey Blvd., 
between Detroit and Congo. 

March 2 nd: Guest-Muni Railway 
Discuss Muni's possible use of south 
Phelan reservoir as a car barn. 

April 6 th: Planning for SNA street fair. 


Monthly meetings are held on the first Tuesday 
of every month at 7:30, Saint Finn Barr's 
Hall, located at Edna and Hearst. 


SHOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PRIDE 


Join your many neighbors who have submitted 
their $5 yearly dues. Make checks payable to 
the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association. 
Checks can be mailed to our new treasurer, 
Loulse Sandstrom, 274 Staples Ave., S.F., 
94112. . | 


Please clip and return with your dues 
NAME | PHONE 


ADDRESS & ENCLOSED 
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